
TV LICENSING
PROSECUTIONS

If you or someone you know is being investigated 
or prosecuted by TV Licensing...

This booklet will give you some information
about what happens when TV Licensing is
investigating and bringing charges against

(prosecuting) people they believe have
committed this offence

DO I NEED A TV LICENCE?

Did you know...

IT IS A CRIMINAL
OFFENCE TO WATCH THE

BBC OR ANY LIVE TV
WITHOUT A LICENCE

To find templates,
scan this QR code or go to

www.appeal.org.uk/tvl-templates

THIS GUIDE CAN HELP.

ABOUT US

Legal advice
This gov.uk website can help you find legal advice and 
information: www.gov.uk/find-legal-advice. Unfortunately, 
TV Licensing prosecutions do not qualify for legal aid. You 
can still consult a lawyer and bring them to court, but it will 

be at your own expense.

Need more information about your case?
You can request information about your case by sending 
Subject Access Requests. For template request letters, scan 
the QR code below and look for Template 3 and Template 4 or 

go to www.appeal.org.uk/tvl-templates.

If you watch the BBC or any live TV, you need a licence. You 
may be able to make fortnightly or monthly payments if 
you’re in financial difficulty. Go to tvlicensing.co.uk for more 
information and to purchase a licence. If you’re over 75 and 

receiving Pension Credit, you’re eligible for a free licence.

APPEAL is a charity and law practice that fights 
miscarriages of justice and demands reform. Our work on TV 
Licensing prosecutions forms part of our Women’s Justice 
Initiative, due to the substantial overrepresentation of 
women in these prosecutions. You can contact us at 

www.appeal.org.uk/contact.

This brochure was produced with the support of the Lloyd’s 
Bank Foundation.

Design by Giulia Bavagnoli.In 2022, 74% of those prosecuted for licence fee 
non-payment were women, despite making up 50% of 
licence-holders. It is the most common offence for 
which women are prosecuted, accounting for nearly 20% 
of all female prosecutions. For more information on our 
TV Licensing campaign and resources that can help, visit 

www.appeal.org.uk/tv-licensing.
Current as at March 2024.



FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT APPEAL.ORG.UK/TVL-WE-CAN-HELP

WHAT HAPPENS IF I AM CONVICTED?
The punishment for a TV licensing conviction is usually a fine, 
calculated by the Magistrates based on your financial position. 
If you do not want to challenge your conviction or sentence, you 
must pay the fine. If you don’t, you risk being sent to prison. If 

you are having difficulty paying the fine, contact the Court.

What if I didn’t respond to the SJP notice?
If you didn’t find out you were being prosecuted until after the 
Court convicted you, you may be able to have your case 
re-opened by making a statutory declaration within 21 days of 
you finding out about your case. Scan the QR code on the back 

of this booklet and look for Template 6.
Even if you knew about the charges, you may be able to have 
your case re-opened if it is in the interests of justice, for 
example if the Magistrates were not aware of relevant 
circumstances relating to your case. For a template 
application, scan the QR code on the back of this booklet and 

look for Template 1. 
Note, TV Licensing may decide to prosecute you again.

I was convicted after entering a plea,
but now I want to appeal

If you pleaded guilty, you can only appeal your sentence (the 
amount of your fine), not your conviction. If you pleaded not 
guilty and were convicted, you can appeal your conviction and 
the amount of your fine. You should submit your appeal no 
more than 15 business days after your conviction. You may be 
ordered to pay increased costs if you appeal and are 
unsuccessful. For a template appeal application, scan the QR 

code on the ba ck of this booklet and look for Template 5.

WHAT HAPPENS IF I AM CHARGED WITH
THE OFFENCE OF NOT PAYING THE TV LICENCE FEE?

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF A TV LICENSING
OFFICER COMES TO MY HOUSE?

DO
Know that anything you say to them may be used against 
you in court. They should warn you about this. 
Carefully read what the officer writes on the Record of 
Interview document, and tell them if you disagree with 
what they have written.
Tell the officer about any circumstances relevant to your 
situation. These could be things like physical or mental 
health problems, severe financial difficulties, or domestic 
abuse. Make sure they write it down in the Record of 
Interview.
Buy a TV licence from them if you want to watch the BBC 
or any live TV, but note that TV Licensing may still take you 
to Court for your alleged failure to buy one earlier.

DON’T
Sign the Record of Interview document if you don’t agree 
with what has been written.
Sign the Record of Interview document if there are sections 
that have not yet been filled out.

If you don’t have a TV licence, TV 
Licensing can send an officer to 

your house to check whether you 
have watched the BBC or any live 

TV without a licence. They will 
interview you and fill out a 

document called the Record of 
Interview. You do not have to let 

them inside your house, but they 
may be able to apply to the Court 
to get a warrant and enter with a 

police officer present if they 
believe you are breaking the law.

If TV Licensing decide to charge you, you should receive a Single 
Justice Procedure (SJP) notice in the post. You should read the 
guidance that comes with this notice carefully. You have 21 days 
from the posting date to send back your ‘guilty’ or ‘not guilty’ plea 
by following the instructions on the letter. If you do not respond by 
then, you may lose the opportunity to explain your side of the story.

You are admitting that you committed the 
crime and you can be convicted by a 
Magistrate without having to attend court. You 
will have no right to appeal the conviction, but 

may be able to appeal the fine you receive.

You will have a Magistrates’ Court hearing. If 
you are found guilty, you may have to pay 
court costs on top of the fine you may 
receive. You should bring to court any 
evidence you have that you did not break the 
law. You should tell the Magistrates if you 
have financial or other personal difficulties.

If you believe that charging you is not in the public 
interest because of your personal circumstances, like 
if you are suffering from serious ill health, are a 
victim of abuse, are in severe financial hardship or 
because you made a genuine mistake about your 
licence, you can ask TV Licensing to withdraw the 
charges. For a template letter, scan the QR code on 

the back of this booklet and look for Template 2.

I want… to plead guilty

I want… to apply to withdraw the
charges against me

I want… to plead not guilty


